
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



[ 34i ] 

LIV. A Letter from Monfteur Le Cat, M. D. 
firft Surgeon at the Hotel Dieu at Rouen, 
Royal '.Prof ejfor and Demonfirator of Ana- 
tomy and Surgery, Member of the Royal 
Academy of Surgery at Paris, and of the 
Academies of Sciences at Paris, London, 
Madrid, and Rouen, to Dr. Mortimer, 
Secretary of the Royal Society, concerning 
the Direction of a Rupture, Tranflatedfrom 
the French hyTho. Stack, M.D. RR.S. 

S I R, Rouen, Jane i, 1750. N.S, 

Read ja«. *$,"TT is now about eleven years finee I had 

«7S»- J^ ^ honour offending you an account 
of an incomplete hernia, the ftrangulated part of 
which mortified, and by nature's refources alone 
fuppurated, threw off the gangrened parts, and was 
converted into a fiftula : thro' which fiftula, in pro- 
cefs of time,' the two ends of the gut, that were near 
the ftrangulation, paffed, and fell into the groin, 
turning infide out, fo that the villous coat was on 
the outfidej which gave me an opportunity of 
making experiments on the effect of purgatives. This 
obfervation, which I barely mention here, is printed 
in Phil. Tranf. N. 460, p. 716. 

When I fent you thofe remarks, fir, on the lingular 
hernia of Catherine Guillematre, I had already made 
fome fruitlefs attempts to cure her, but had -not then 
loft all hopes of fuccefs, I imagined, that a long 
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ufe of emollient cataplafms might reftore fupplenefs 
to the inteftine B (Fig. 2. Plate IV. N° 460. and the 
figure hereto annexed) which conftantly kept out of 
the belly, and was turned infide out, becaufe it was 
the portion continuous to the ceecum, colon, rectum, 
and anus, which could be of no ufe, but much in- 
commoded the patient by this extraordinary fituation. 
But all my trials were of no avail, altho' they were 
carried fo far, as to render this gut quite bloody : its 
long expofure to the air made it become too thick 
and hard ; and at the fame time fo robuft or infenfi- 
ble, that all thefe vigorous applications made no bad 
impreffion on the reft of the animal oeconomy. In fine, 
Catherine Guillematre quitted our hofpital without 
any other benefit but that of having afforded us an 
opportunity of inftruc"ting ourfelves. 

From that time I had no news of this woman till 
the 6th of May of this year 1750 j when I was in- 
formed, that her body actually lay in our dead ward, 
and that ihe died in our hofpital of old age and a 
broken conftitution, as much as of any difeafe. 

I was extremely curious to embrace this opportu- 
tunity of having ocular demonftration of the probable 
conjecture, which I had made in this woman's life- 
time, and a confirmation of my having folved the 
snigma, arifing from this Angular hernia. 

The annexed figure, which I drew from nature, 
reprefents the ftate of the parts, fomewhat lefs than 
he natural fize. In order perfe&ly to underftand 
what follows, it will be neceflary to have Plate IV. 
of N° 460, before the eye, together with this 
drawing. 

Explanation 
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Explanation of the Figures. 

•/?, The herniary ftftula, which does not appear in 
the figures of N° 460 ; becaufe the iffue of the 
two portions of the gut, forced into this place the 
bottom (or back part) of the gut j which unites 
thefe two portions j that is, the part of the bore 
of the gut oppofite to that which was mortified, 
and fell off in an efchar, by the ftrangulation and 
fuppuration of this incomplete hernia. 

i?, Part of the ileum fituated between the ftrangula- 
lation and the anus, and confequently continuous to 
the cacum, colon, rectum, and therefore ufelefs : 
it is alfo the fame, that is marked J5 in Fig. 2. 
Plate IV. N° 460, which I faid always continued 
out, and on which I had made fo many unfuc- 
cefsful trials, in order to reduce it. 

b, Is the continuation of this ufelefs portion of the 
ileum, which at one end is immediately continu- 
ous to the ccecum d, and at the other thrufts itfelf 
into the thick portion B, at the extremity B of 
which it turns up, the villous coat outward. This 
portion b is, as may be obferved, become very 
flender, both by its want of adion, and by its fitu- 
ation within the other portion B. 

C, The other portion of the ileum, fituated between 
the ftrangulation and the ftomach, marked A t 
N° 460, adually returned into the belly but 
moving tut and in alternately, and performing 
the office of an anus, while the patient was alive. 

e, The part of inteftine, which (after the mortifica- 
Jtion) remained common to both portions B, C, the 
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edges/, g,, of which are cicatrifed to the edges of 
the herniary fiftula. This drawing affords an ocu- 
lar demonftr'ation of the folidity of the conjectures 
made in the obfervation N. 460. 

I>, </, The ccecum, and its vermicular appendix. 

B, A portion of the colon, filled with fomewjiat like 
faces y but which had no other fmell than what is 
natural to the inteitines, without the leaft mixture 
of a ftercorarious ftench. This fubftance was of 
the colour of white refin, and of a fat vifcid con? 
fiftence : and it feemed to be formed Of lymph, and 
the inteftinal juices thickened by heat. 

F, A portion «of the colon, which was empty, and 
itS'Cavity was about three lines in diameter. 

G, The continuation of the ileum, 

I have the honour to be, fir, with the higheft 
efteem, 

Your moil humble, and 

moil: obedient fervant, 
Le Cat. 
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